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DE LA GARZA SEEKS TO EXPAND BORDER INSPECTION FACILITIES
For immediate release, Tuesday, August 2, 1994
WASHINGTON -- Congressman Kika de la Garza, D-Texas, introduced legislation
in the U.S. House of Representatives on Tuesday designed to help meet the growing
need for border inspection facilities along the U.S.-Mexico and U.S.-Canada borders.
''The North American Free Trade Agreement has spurred a tremendous growth in
trade along the U.S.-Mexico border. While that's good news, the bad news is that it's
putting a tremendous strain on existing border inspection facilities. The bill I have
introduced is designed to ensure we have adequate facilities to meet this need," said
Rep.. de la Garza.
Rep. de la Garza's bill, the North American Border Stations Improvements Act of
1994, would clarify that the Federal government's landlord, the_ General Services
Administration (GSA), can negotiate long-term agreements for leasing border inspection
facilities owned by state, local government, corporate or privately-owned entities. The bill
also would allow GSA for the first time ever to entE3 r into border station lease agreements
for up to 30 years.
"My legislation is intended to serve as a vehicle to clarify GSA's authority to enter
into long-term lease agreements with both state and local governments and with privatelyowned entities. I am a firm believer that existing and future leased border inspection
facilities playa vital role in meeting inspection agencies' current and future needs. These
border stations can help reduce traffic bottlenecks of today and expand cross-border
trade in the years ahead. I look forward to working with my colleagues on the House
Public Works and Transportation Committee and GSA officials in addressing this issue,"
said Rep. de la Garza.
The bill would also allow Congress to set aside future congressional appropriations
specifically for leasing of inspection facilities along the U.S.-Mexico and U.S.-Canada
borders..
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